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This Printz Honor Book is a â€œtender, honest exploration of identityâ€• (Publishers Weekly) that

distills lyrical truths about family and friendship.Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison.

Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the

swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time

together, they discover that they share a special friendshipâ€”the kind that changes lives and lasts a

lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about

themselves and the kind of people they want to be.
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Let's talk about how tremendously much I loved this book.Aristotle ("Ari") is a sensitive yet

somewhat angry 15-year-old growing up in Texas in the 1980s. The baby of the family, he feels

disconnected from his older sisters, and his older brother went to prison when Ari was very young,

and his family never speaks of him. He also feels as if his father, a Vietnam vet suffering from

PTSD, is a mystery to him, and he wishes that weren't the case. He spends most of his days alone,

distant from others."In order to be wildly popular you had to make people believe that you were fun

and interesting. I just wasn't that much of a con artist."One day at the local swimming pool, Ari

meets Dante, a boy his age from another high school. Dante offers to teach Ari how to swim, and



the two begin an intense friendship. Their conversations touch on poetry, art, their shared

Mexican-American heritage (of which Dante is less enamored), and the way they don't quite "get"

their parents, although Dante's relationship with his parents is much more open and emotionally

honest. which Ari envies."I was mostly invisible. I think I liked it that way. And then Dante came

along."As their relationship intensifies, Ari finds himself simultaneously needing Dante's friendship

and being scared by that need. He's still not willing to confront his parents with the questions he has

about his father and his brother, which makes him angrier and sadder. And when a split-second

decision leaves their friendship on unequal footing, Dante reveals that his feelings for Ari are

stronger than friendship. Ari doesn't want to lose Dante's friendship but he's not willing to deal with

Dante's feelings.
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